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February 11, 2022

Dr. Larry Schall, President

New England Commission of Higher Education
3 Burlington Woods Drive, Suite 100
Burlington, MA 01803-4514

Dear Dr. Schall and Commissioners:

As the President of the Central CT Chambers of Commerce, | am keenly aware of the workforce needs of my region and
the importance that the community colleges play in provided educated and trained employees in a wide range of positions.
Connecticut’s 12 community colleges — which serve more than 67,000 credit and non-credit students each year, the
majority of whom are people of color and/or from low-income families — are uniquely positioned to prepare large
numbers of Connecticut students from all walks of life for in-demand jobs that help businesses to grow and our economy
to thrive.

For many years, Connecticut’s community college leaders have shared their efforts to improve student outcomes with our
chamber members and reviewed the objectives of the restructuring of the 12 community colleges into a single institution —
CT State Community College. These actions will put Connecticut’s community college system on solid financial footing
while improving student outcomes. Streamlining processes and procedures and centralizing back-office functions will
allow resources to be reallocated to provide greater student supports at the campus level.

The consolidation of the 12 community colleges into CT State is clearly necessary to ensure the financial viability of the 12
campuses that our member businesses rely on for their future workforce. The consolidation will provide another important
benefit for employers; the alignment of the 12 different colleges’ curricula into one catalog will create common learning
outcomes that apply across all campuses, preventing dissimilar versions of the same program at different campuses and
giving businesses confidence that they know what they are getting when they hire a CT State graduate.

On behalf of our member businesses, | am happy to support this consolidation and I look forward to our future collaborations
with CT State.

Sincerely,
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Cynthia Bombard
President/CEO

Executive Suites, 440 North Main Street, Bristol, CT 06010 « Telephone (860) 584-4718  Fax (860) 254-7191

Website: www.CentralCTChambers.org « Email: info@CentralCTChambers.org
Serving the communities of Bristol — Burlington — Farmington — Plymouth/Terryville — Wolcott — and BEYOND!



http://www.centralctchambers.org/
mailto:info@CentralCTChambers.org



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		Central-CT-Chambers-of-Commerce.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Page, Yvonne M, ypage@mxcc.commnet.edu


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 5


		Passed: 25


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Skipped		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Skipped		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Skipped		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Skipped		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
