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College Senate Meeting Minutes August 28, 2026

The regular monthly meeting of the CT State Community College Senate was held on Friday, August 28, 2026, at 9:30 AM, in person at the Naugatuck Valley Campus and via Webex.
Attendance:

	Senator
	Present
	Senator
	Present
	Senator
	Present

	Aster
	Y
	Garcia
	Y
	Pagano
	Y

	Bage
	Y
	Goemans
	Y
	Panicello
	N

	Ballinger
	Y
	Goulet
	Y
	Pittman
	Y

	Bettigole
	Y
	Guirand-Fluerimond
	Y
	Prior
	Y

	Brosofske
	Y
	Johnson
	Y
	Rodriquez
	Y

	Bryant
	Y
	Jones
	Y
	Scarlett
	Y

	Byrd
	N
	Keiser
	Y
	Schlosser
	Y

	Daniels
	Y
	Kier
	Y
	Shabana
	Y

	Dawson
	Y
	Kline
	Y
	St. Peter
	Y

	DiPietro
	N
	LaRose
	N
	Trzepacz
	Y

	Dowd
	Y
	Marcoux-Bowen
	N
	Vamvakas
	Y

	Fiorello
	Y
	Milewski
	Y
	Van Dermark
	Y


31 Senators in Attendance 5 Senators Absent
The agenda was approved by unanimous consent.
May 22, 2026, meeting minutes were approved by unanimous consent. April 24, 2026, meeting minutes were approved by unanimous consent.
Remarks were received by CT State Senate President, Roberta Prior, CT State Interim President Christina Royal, and Chair, Board of Regents, Ari Santiago.
Senator Allan Ballinger moved to create an Academic Standards Ad Hoc Committee. After amendments the motion read as follows:
That the College Senate establish an Academic Standards Ad Hoc Committee for the 2026-2027 academic year to review and recommend policies concerning:
· Placement testing policies, offerings, and processes to determine cut scores, in coordination with relevant CDGs and ACME;
· Acceptable and ethical use of artificial intelligence in CT State courses, while recognizing discipline-specific needs and requirements;

· Repeatable-for-credit courses;
· Special Topics course policies, including limitations on offerings prior to formal approval, applicability to degree and program requirements, approval processes, and delivery locations;
· Contact hours, laboratory hours, clinical hours, and other instructional time requirements associated with academic credit;
· Processes and standards for awarding credit for prior learning, including CLEP and AP examinations, portfolio assessment, industry certifications, military training and service, and similar pathways;
· Provide guidance on the consistent application of credit-cap increases and the application of pre-requisite requirements; and
· Other academic standard matters referred to the committee by the College Senate or that fall within the scope of the committee, while still preserving academic freedom.
· Membership of the committee
· 6 voting members from College Senate – 3 faculty, 3 staff
· 6 voting members from Curriculum Congress
· Ex officio, non-voting representation from Provost Office and Ex Officio, non-voting representation from the Dean’s Council
Motion passed – 21 in favor, 4 opposed and 5 abstained – The President did not vote.

	Senator
	Vote
	Senator
	Vote
	Senator
	Vote

	Aster
	Y
	Garcia
	Y
	Pagano
	Y

	Bage
	N
	Goemans
	Y
	Panicello
	absent

	Ballinger
	Y
	Goulet
	Y
	Pittman
	Y

	Bettigole
	Y
	Guirand-Fluerimond
	Y
	Prior
	

	Brosofske
	AB
	Johnson
	Y
	Rodriquez
	AB

	Bryant
	Y
	Jones
	Y
	Scarlett
	AB

	Byrd
	absent
	Keiser
	Y
	Schlosser
	AB

	Daniels
	N
	Kier
	Y
	Shabana
	N

	Dawson
	Y
	Kline
	Y
	St. Peter
	Y

	DiPietro
	absent
	LaRose
	absent
	Trzepacz
	AB

	Dowd
	Y
	Marcoux-Bowen
	absent
	Vamvakas
	Y

	Fiorello
	Y
	Milewski
	Y
	Van Dermark
	N



Senator Ballinger made a second motion regarding establishing a standing committee for Academic Standards. After amendment the final motion reads:
That the College Senate Bylaws Committee work collaboratively with representatives of the Academic Standards Ad Hoc Committee, the College Senate, and Curriculum Congress to develop a proposal establishing the Academic Standards Committee as a standing committee of the College Senate with shared representation and participation from Curriculum Congress, and to present any necessary bylaw amendments for consideration by the College Senate, no later than April 2027.

The motion failed -12 in favor, 14 opposed and 5 abstained.

	Senator
	Vote
	Senator
	Vote
	Senator
	Vote

	Aster
	N
	Garcia
	Y
	Pagano
	N

	Bage
	N
	Goemans
	N
	Panicello
	absent

	Ballinger
	Y
	Goulet
	N
	Pittman
	Y

	Bettigole
	N
	Guirand-Fluerimond
	Y
	Prior
	N

	Brosofske
	AB
	Johnson
	Y
	Rodriquez
	AB

	Bryant
	Y
	Jones
	N
	Scarlett
	Y

	Byrd
	absent
	Keiser
	Y
	Schlosser
	AB

	Daniels
	N
	Kier
	Y
	Shabana
	N

	Dawson
	Y
	Kline
	N
	St. Peter
	AB

	DiPietro
	absent
	LaRose
	absent
	Trzepacz
	N

	Dowd
	Y
	Marcoux-Bowen
	absent
	Vamvakas
	N

	Fiorell0
	Y
	Milewski
	AB
	Van Dermark
	N



CT State Senate President, Roberta Prior provided closing Announcements concerning Senator Committee selection to be completed by September 4th and Campus Reports to be completed by September 17th via campus shared governance and surveying campus colleagues. She also indicated that compensation and release should be completed within the month.
The meeting adjourned at 11:42 AM.
Submitted by Bonnie Goulet, CT State Senate Secretary
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