
Observation of Physical Therapy Services 

Understanding and appreciating the field of physical therapy as you are preparing to 
apply to the PTA Program is very important. If you are accepted into the 
program, it is imperative that you are certain that this is the career path you want to 
pursue. In addition to applying to the PTA Program, you are required to have a 
minimum of 20 hours of observational experience in physical therapy. You will 
need to have at least 10 hours in an in-patient setting and 10 hours in an out-
patient setting. 

This experience can be through shadowing a PT or PTA (observation) for both in-
patient and out-patient settings. Volunteering in a PT setting may also meet the 
requirements. Documentation will be submitted on observation hours log found on 
the website or on company letterhead from a facility that has been verified by a PT 
or PTA at each facility. The documentation (for either criterion) should be submitted 
with your application to the PTA Program. 

In-patient settings may include acute care hospitals, rehabilitation facilities, skilled 
nursing homes/facilities, “sub-acute care” facilities, or home care agencies. 

Out-patient settings may include private practices, out-patient services provided by 
hospitals or skilled-nursing facilities, PT services in orthopedic surgeon’s offices, 
school systems, American Heart Association cardiac rehabilitation programs, and 
aquatic physical therapy services. Experiences in athletic training settings, 
exercise physiology settings, or chiropractic offices will not fulfill this requirement. 

The PTA Program is not able to facilitate these experiences for the students and it is 
the student’s responsibility to complete this pre-admission requirement. 
Documentation of the observation experience is due by the application deadline. 

Observation Form 10/2022 



Accessibility Report

		Filename: 

		2686063175.pdf



		Report created by: 

		Page, Yvonne M, ypage@mxcc.commnet.edu

		Organization: 

		



 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]

Summary

The checker found no problems in this document.

		Needs manual check: 2

		Passed manually: 0

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 3

		Passed: 27

		Failed: 0



Detailed Report

		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Skipped		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Skipped		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting




Back to Top