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Dr. Vanessa Smith Morest is the Vice President of Academic 
Affairs and Provost of SUNY Westchester Community College, 
where she oversees the faculty and curriculum for over 10,000 
students in the New York metropolitan area. She is passionate 
about supporting and increasing academic access and success for 
community college students. This has provided a focal point for 
her career in postsecondary education. Prior to her current 
position, Dr. Morest served as Dean of Institutional Effectiveness 
for a decade, including two years as Interim Dean of Academic 
Affairs at Norwalk Community College. In addition to these roles, 
Dr. Morest is an Achieving the Dream Coach, serving multiple 
colleges in Maine and Illinois.  

 
Dr. Morest began her career in higher education at the Community College Research Center 
(CCRC) where she served as Assistant Director for Postsecondary Research and worked as a 
researcher for over ten years. She is co-editor of Defending the Community College Equity 
Agenda (2006) and author of Community College Student Success: From Boardrooms to 
Classrooms (2013). Dr. Morest taught Introduction to Sociology at Norwalk Community 
College, as well as Sociology of Education at Columbia University. She taught graduate courses 
in sociology of education, higher education, and research methods at Teachers College, 
Columbia University.  
 
Dr. Morest holds a Ph.D. and M.A. in Sociology of Education from Teachers College, Columbia 
University. She holds a B.A. degree in English from The College of William and Mary. 
Additionally, she completed the HERS Leadership Institute in 2017.   
 
 


